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Tho C r e e k r a i n i a n d i c t i o n a r y was f i r s t c o m p i l e d a t G i l l a r a , 
M a n i t o b a , on what was f o r m e r l y t h e Hudson Bay R a i l w a y i n P e t . 
1 9 5 4 . A supp lemen t was added i n December o f the same yean I t 
i s t h e w o r k o f t h e wo rk o f many p e o p l e . On t h e g a t h e r i n g end , 
t h o names o f BoSor Woodcock, Peto Worobeo ana Bob Gow a r e a 
f ew t h a t s h o u l d be m e n t i o n e d . On t h e p r o d u c t i o n end , t h e c o n -
t r i b u t o r s a r e t o o numerous t o m e n t i o n . 

T h i s d i c t i o n a r y was c o m p i l e d w i t h t h e v i e w t o a s s i s t 
'Roadmaoter ' s C l e r k s and o t h e r s w o r k i n g a l o n g t h e Bay L i n e 
whose knowledge o f C r e e k r a i n i a n was l i m i t e d . The p r i m a r y 
p l a ce where t h i s has been u s e f u l has been to. h e l p u n d e r s t a n d 
t h e s u n d r y r e q u i s i t i o n s and l e t t e r s f r o m S e c t i o n Foremen and 
o t h e r s r e c e i v e d i n t h e c o u r s e o f e v e r y d a y w o r k . 

The D i c t i o n a r y c a n n o t do j u s t i c e t o some o f t h e many 
l e t t e r s w h i c h have gone i n t o t h e m a k i n g o f t h i s d i c t i o n a r y . 
W h i l e t h e y have a n amus ing s i d e , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o f o r g e r 
t h a t t h e y a re n o t amus ing t o t h e p e o p l e who p r o d u c e d t h o s e 
e p i c s o f t h e C r e e k r a i n i a n N o r t h . They a re p a r t o f a s i n c e r e 
e f f o r t t o l e a r n E n g l i s h unde r c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t a re a t b e s t 
d i f f i c u l t . The I n d i a n who l e a r n e d t o r e a d and w r i t e f r o m 
h i s w i f e o r a f r i e n d o r e v e n f r o m an E a t o n ' s c a t a l o g u e i s t o 
be commended f o r t h e e f f o r t s i n v o l v e d . The i m m i g r a n t who 
l i v e s i n t h e 3 e m i - i s o l a t i o n o f a b u s h s e c t i o n i s t o be comm-
ended f o r t h e e f f o r t s he has made t o make h i m s e l f u n d e r s t o o d 
i n a n o t h e r l a n g u a g e . And t h e y do make t h e m s e l v e s u n d e r s t o o d . 
The l anguage may n e v e r be t h e same a f t e r t h e y have gone b u t 
i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e y have c o n t r i b u t e d s o m e t h i n g w o r t h w h i l e 
t o i t , J 

f\ 
• i 

To make c e r t a i n t h a t some o f t h e gems a r e n o t c o m p l e t e l y 
l o s t , a new s e c t i o n i s b e i n g added t o t h i s e d i t i o n o f t h e 
d i c t i o n a r y . A f e w s e l e c t e d l e t t e r s w i l l be p l a c e d a t t h e 
end o f t he d i c t i o n a r y . 

\ : ' • : ' j 
, W a l t e r M. H l a d y 

. f< E d i t o r and 
I - f o r m e r R o a d m a s t e r ' s C l e r k 

A p r i l 2 9 , 1962 
W i n n i p e g , Man. 



c 
( C r e e k r a i n i a n D i c t i o n a r y ) 

-AR-

ABLES 

ADSE 

ALTOGETHER DEATH 

ANE BODY 

APPITACIAN 

APPLICASHUN 

AXEL 

BARRO 

BATTRESS 

BAX 

BLLOKS 

BLOKS 

BONCH 

BONDEi-

E l b o w s . E s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h i c h have t o d o 
w i t h a t u r n i n g i n a p i p e , 

A s i m p l i f i e d s p e l l i n g o f ADZE. See a l s o 
EDS. 

A u n i q u e C e n t r a l E u r o p e a n e x p r e s s i o n u s e d 
i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h i g n i t i o n b a t t e r i e s and 
l i s t l e s s s e c t i o n m e n m e a n i n g c o m p l e t e l y d e a d . 

N o t t o be c o n f u s e d w i t h t h e s c o t c h f o r " o n e 
p e r s o n , " 

See APPLICASHUN. 

T h i s ohe means a n y b o d y . 

These a r e s l i p s o f p a p e r w h i c h a r e b e i n g s u b -
m i t t e d c o n t i n u a l l y t o R o a d m a s t e r s * o f f i c e s 
w i t h r e q u e s t s f o r passes w h i c h do n o t t e l l 
d e s t i n a t i o n s o r t h e number o f p e r s o n s t h e y 
a r e r e q u i r e d f o r , o r f o r l e a v e s o f absence . 
w i t h o u t g i v i n g t h e d a t e s i n v o l v e d . The 
a c c e p t e d s p e l l i n g i s APPLICATION. 

A x l e f o r p u s h e a r , g a s c a r , e t c . , and n o t A x e l 
H e d b e r g . 

- B -

On a s k i n g why he w a n t e d a w h e e l b a r r o w , he 
t o l d us he d i d n ' t w a n t a w h e e l b a r r o w . 
" W h a t ' s ze m a d d e d , y o u n o g o t s c h u l e ? I 
wanna l i n i n g b a r r o . " L INING BAR. 

N o t t o be c o n f u s e d w i t h a MATTRESS BATTRESS 
w h i c h a r e u n h e a r d o f i n t h i s a r e a . BATTRIES• 

Box o f t h e t y p e wood i s k e p t i n b e s i d e t h e 
bunkhouse s t o v e (Caboose t y p e w i t h o v e n ) . 

See BLOKS. 

B l o c k s — p a r t i c u l a r l y when r e f e r r i n g t o 
i c e . 

Bunch 

B u n d l e . See a l s o BONDj&L, BONDLE. 
fyis*JlXv 

BONKHAUZE 

See BUNG. 

'See BUNGHAUZE. 



BCNKHAWSS 

BORD 

BORNING 

BRACK 

BRACKING 

BRAKING 

BREAK 

BREAKID 

BUNA ME 

BUNG 

BUNGHAWSS 

BUNGHAUZE 

See BUNGHAUZE. 

B o a r d , U s u a l l y used i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
l u m b e r . 

Not a s e c t i o n m a n * 3 w i f e h a v i n g a baby i n 
t h e b o n k h a u z e . T h i s i s b u r n i n g . 

U s u a l l y u s e d i n o r d e r s f o r b r a k e B r a k e , 
s h o o s . 

B r e a k i n g , 

See BPACKING. t T h i s i s n o t t o be c o n f u s e d 
w i i ; h BRACK^,which was e x p l a i n e d p r e v i o u s l y . 

B r a k e . See a l s o BRACK. 

Broy-f jc or b r o k e i t . The mean ing i s s u c h 
t h a t an e x a c t t r a n s l a t i o n f r o m C r e e k r a i n i a n 
i s d i f f i c u l t . Anyway he wan ts a new o n e . 

T h i s i s n o t an obscene wo rd one s e c t i o n m a n 
c a l l s a n o t h e r when s w e a r i n g . R a t h e r , t h i s 
i s a commod i t y f o r c l e a n i n g c a l l e d BoB A m i . 

B u n k . The words a r e i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e when 
r e f e r r i n g t o s e c t i o n m e n ' s b e d s . 

See BUNGHAUZE. 

An e i g h t by t h i r t y f o o t b u i l d i n g (wooden) 
o s t e n s i v e l y u s e d t o house (HAUZE o r HAV/SS) 
two s e c t i o n m a n . Common p r a c t i s e , h o w e v e r , 
had made t h se i n t o t he o l d - s t y l e I r o q u o i s 
l o n g h o u s e e x c e p t f o r i t s l o c a t i o n a l o n g t h e 
r a i l w a y . Tho tv/o s e c t i o n m e n a r e u s u a l l y 
f o a n d o c c u p y i n g t h e l o n g h o u s e w i t h two (o r 
more ) w i v e s , a min imum o f f o u r t e e n c h i l d r e n 
(t iv3 most e f f i c i e n t number f o r f a m i l y a l l o w -
a n c e s ) w i t h up t o f o r t y o t h e r r e l a t i v e s o f 
whom t h o v a s t m a j o r i t y a r e unemployed o r 
u n a b l e ( u n w i l l i n g ) t o w o r k w h i l e a f e w may 
be j u s t v i s i t i n g . T h i s b u i l d i n g i s c h a r a c t -
e r i z e d b y t h e bunkhouse s t o v e ( a l r e a d y men-
t i o n e d ) c rowned b y t h e communal s t e w p o t 
w h i l e f l a n k e d b y a q u a r t e r o f c a r i b o u w h i c h 
a c t s as many t h i n g s — a f e n c e f o r t h e 
c h i l d r e n , , a c h e s t e r f i e l d , a p i l l o w , and when 
n e c e s s a r y - a s f o o d , w h i l e t h e w a l l s a r e 
p a p e r e d w i t h b i l l s f r o m K i n g ' s s t o r e — 
unpa i d . * 



B O ® EL 

BONDLE 

CAGS 

CECOND 

CHESSSL 

CHENGE 
CH*Cr& 
CHINCHIN 

CIANSER 

CIAS 

CLENING 

CLEUSER 

CLENZER 

B e c a u s e . T h i s I s o f t e n u s e d i n e x p l a i n i n g 
o v e r t i m e . H o w e v e r , t h e excuse o f t e n sounds 
weak i n s p i t e o f t h e s t r o n g BECOS. 

Same as BOiJDLE. 

Used as c o n s t a n t l y as p o s s i b l e t o s i g n i f y 
BUNDLE i n w r i t i n g o f . s h i m s . 

- C -

K e g s . T h i s i s u s e d p o s s i b l y because (BECOS) 
a k e g l o o k s s o m e t h i n g l i k e a b i r d c a g e . How-
e v e r , t h i s t h e o r y i s y e t ' t o be p r o v e d . 

Second . I t has b e e n d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e 
t h e e x a c t m e a n i n g . W h e t h e r t h i s means a 
s e c o n d o f t i m e sor a second t i m e w i l l have 
t o be w a t c h e d c l o s e l y . 

T h i s i s n o r m a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t o be a c h i s e l 
u s e d i n c o n n e c t i o n v / i t h i c e . T h e r e i s some 
c o n f u s i o n amongst t h e e x p e r t s , h o w e v e r , 
s i n c e a f e w a r e c e r t a i n t h a t t h i s i s u s e d 
i n i n f l a t i n g o v e r t i m e t i c k e t s . 

Change. 
C-iyJL^OJt^ 

T h i s i s an e s p e c i a l l y c o l o r f u l t e r m . I t 
was d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e p h r a s e CHINCHIN S T I L L . 
See S T I L L . W h i l e t h e r e was some i d e a t h a t 
t h i s meant c r i m p i n g t h e end o f a r a i l , o n l y 
one man, Ho race M o r r i s , was f o u n d who c o u l d 
do i t . E v e n t u a l l y , i t was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 
t h e p h r a s e means c h a n g i n g s t e e l . The p h r a s e 
i s somet imes e x p r e s s e d as CHINCHIN R A I L . 

See CLENZER 

L e a v i n g t h e g i r l s o u t o f t h i s , r e q u i s i t i o n s 
have b e e n i n t e r p r e t e d f r o m p h r a s e s l i k e che 
f o l l o w i n g : " o n e c l a s f o r s w e t c h l emp 
one I have b r o a k i d . " A l e n s . 

C l e a n i n g . Used p a r t i c u l a r l y I n r e q u i s i t i o n s 
s u c h as " t w o b a r s o f soap f o r b u n k h o u s e . " 
T h i s i s when t h e S e c t i o n Fo remen w a n t 
b a r s o f soap f o r t h e s e c t i o n h o u s e . 

two 

See CLENZER. \J XJi-ill i-IJ-Ul . 

O l d D u t c h C l e a n s e r . U s u a l l y s e e n i n r e -
q u i s i t i o n s " a d d r e s s e d M. G . K e m b e l l , De Pass , 

CLOT C l o t h - - - ^ u s u a l l y t h e end o f a mop* 
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0 r o o k r a i r i i a " 
I 

V 

D i c t i o n a r y ) g 
j '. 

c o a l b : j i n A c o a l b i n w h i c h t o w a r d s flying hae b « « n . 

CONTENER 
• 

T h i s does n o t r e f e r t o a c o n t e n t e d s e c t i o n m a n . 
T h i s i s s i m p l y a c o n t a i n e r . 

COPLETE A t t h e b e g i n n i n g t h i s was t h o u g h t t o be an 
a n c i e n t Cree c e r e m o n i a l h e l d i n t h e b u s h . 
However , i t has been f o u n d t o mean c o m p l e t e . 

COYEL T h i s was t h o u g h t a t f i r s t t o mean a commen-
t a r y on some o f t h e t r a v e l l i n g Cree ATS who 
b u l l e t i n f r o m one s e c t i o n t o a n o t h e r . How-
e v e r , Bob Gow was a b l e t o d e t e r m i n e t h a t 
t h i s was a g a s c a r COIL . 

• - 9 - 1 

DROM Drum (gas o r c o i l o i l ) . 

DDCH D u t c h as i n c l e a n s e r . See a l s o CLENZER and 
CLANSER and CLENSER. S a y , has anybody g o t 
an E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r y ? 

- E -

\ A d z e . T h i s i s a l s o s p e l l e d ADSE. EDS 

D u t c h as i n c l e a n s e r . See a l s o CLENZER and 
CLANSER and CLENSER. S a y , has anybody g o t 
an E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r y ? 

- E -

\ A d z e . T h i s i s a l s o s p e l l e d ADSE. 

EN GEL BARS A n g l e b a r s . These a r e n o t t o be c o n f u s e d 
w i t h t he German e r s a t z c h o c o l a t e b a r s a v a i l -
a b l e d w i n g t h e l a s t w a r . There i s one t yp© 
p£ ENGEL BARS P o f o r r s d t o ns TOT.LESS.. 

.'JNGUN E n g i n e . T h i s i s s p e l l e d a l s o as INJUN. 
ENJUN, ENGIN, o r I N J I N . 

• 

FLOUR 

—X1 — 

The w h i t e f l o o r s o f t h e b u n k h o u s e s . 

FOR FEETS LENG A c o l o r f u l e x p r e s s i o n f o r s o m e t h i n g f o u r 
f e e t l o n g . 

FOR SOONUS SAP ( s o o n as p o s s i b l e ) . 

FRUG F r o g f o r a s w i t c h . 

ri 

GANIK 

; 
Gang as i n e x t r a gang. ' T h i s i s a l s o s e p -
a r a t e l y s p o i l e d GENIK. 

GASLINS 
. 

1 ' 

G a s o l i n e . See a l s o GASS, GISS, a a d 1 ^ ' 
GASALENE. * ' 1 

«r 



^ G A S S 

~ GETID 

GILNS 
GISS 
GREES 

GRISE 

HADLES 

HAUSS 

HAUZE 

EAWOOS 

HENDLES 

ICH " 

INDEPICATION 

JNJUN 

X2JSTEGUISHER 

JUST A PEW DROPS 

KACKS 

GISS 

See GISS. 

Used i n t h e e x p r e s s i o n , " T h a t p o s i t i o n I b i d 
l a s t b u l l e t i n , d i d I G2TID?* n 

G a l l o n s , , 
See b o t t o m o f p a g e . 
G r e a s e . More w i l l be s a i d a b o u t t h i s l a t e r . 
See a l s o G r i s e * 

G r e a s e , 

- H -

See HENDLES. 

See HAWOOS. 

See HAWOOS. i 
/ 

F i n a l l y g o t t o i t . House . 

The p i e c e s o f wood t h a t a r e a t t a c h e d t o a x e s , 
p i c a r o o n s , e t c . ' 

- I -

Remembered f r o m a German c o u r s e as meaning I . 
T h i s was t h o u g h t t o be t h e c o n d i t i o n r a m p a n t 
on a c c o u n t o f 11c« and b e d b u g s . b u t has b e e n 
t r a n s l a t e d as EACH. 

T h i s was t h o u g h t a t f i r s t t o be w h a t t h e 
s e c t i o n f o r e m a n w i s h e d t o do on us s i m i l a r 
t o wha t a c h i l d somet imes does on t h e f l o o r . 
However , t h i s was c l e a r e d up as mean ing 
IDENTIFICATION. 

As a l r e a d y n o t e d , t h i s does n o t mean I n d i s n 
b u t r a t h e r E n g i n e . 

E x t i n g u i s h e r ( f i r e ) . 
- J -

T h i s i s n o t a Cree a s k i n g f o r f i r e w a t e r . 
T h i s means " j u s t a f e w l i n e s " t h e o p e n -
i n g o f a l e t t e r . 

Kegs 

-PC-

See a l s o CAGS. 

G a s o l i n e Grade T h r e e , , (common). Somet imes 
t h i s w o r d o c c u r s as GASALENE and o t h e r s b u t 
means t h e same t h i n g . 



See LA.SING. 

The b i g g e s t i n s t o c k . 

B e l t l a c i n g f o r g a s c a r b e l t s . 

LACSNING 

LARG 

'. LA.SING 

LEVEL TRACK 

LINNING BAR 

LOKS 

MULL 

NILS 

NOW 

OLL 

OMITTET 

PARS 

PEASE 

PICE 

PRIMENIG 

PUSHCARD 

An i m p o s s i b i l i t y . I n t h i s esse i t I s meant 
t o s i g n i f y a t r a c k l e v e l b o a r d , 

A l i n i n g b a r so named because t h e r e a f e w 
dreamers who b e l i e v e i t was i n v e n t e d b y 
F r e d L i n n y c k . 

Locks ( D u t c h ) , 

V . - M -

M a u l . / 

- N -

f 

Ho t t o bo c o n f u s e d w i t h a N I L r e p o r t . These 
a r e n a i l s , 

•Sometimes means NOW. Somet imes means KNOW, 
I t i s somet imes i m p o s s i b l e t o know now what 
i s a lways meant,. 

- 0 -

I n t h e l a s t case i t meant o l d . However , do 
n o t d i s c o u n t t h a t 3 t c o u l d matm o i l , n i l o r 
a w l . 

O m i t t e d o r l e f £ o u t . I t a l m o s t was , , 

- P -

P a i r s . 

See P ICE. I • . • 

P i e c e . 

P r i m i n g . The r e f e r e n c e i s u s u a l l y t o a 
PRIMENIG CAN. 

Sounds l i k e 
a game b u t means t o move some-

t h i n g by p u s h c a r . On second t h o u g h t , i t I 3 
a game. 

PP-PU-PP I d o n ' t know t h i s o n e . I t h a s n ' t boon r e c e i v e d , 

r 



- R -

RESEAVED R e c e i v e d . 

ROTEMASTER 

RUOP 

SACTION 

SEL 

SHA VEL 

SHOE BRECKS 

SHITS 

SICE 
5 i M*s 
SIYNE 

SOW 

SPEC I A LESS 

•vyjuzks* 
SPLIS 

SWEED, SWEEDE 

SWEETE 

SWIPEENG 

THAT'S ALL 

TINCK 

TO S T A B L E R A I L 

R o a d m a s t e r . Somet imes he i s s e e n as ROOT-
MASTER. 

A s t i c k l e r b u t e a s i l y u n d e r s t o o d i n a r e c e n t 
l e t t e r , " S e n d me some o f t h e t g r e e s f r o m 
T . R . t i e s t o r u o p o n h a n d and f a i c e . " RUB© 

„ 
- S -

A sad s a c k w o r k i n g on a s e c t i o n . 

As i n d r y s e l c e l l . 

See TACK SHOVEL. 

B r a k e s h o e s . 
U s u a l l y u s e d i n r e f e r e n c e t o p a p e r m e a n i n g 
s h e e t s . 

S i z e . 
N <M S 

S i g n , b u t a l s o s p e l l e d SIGNE. 

Saw. Used i n Haxsow and sweedesow. i 
T h i s w o r d a p p e a r e d when a s e c t i o n m a n a s k e d 
f o r l e a v e t o see t h e eye s p e c i a l e s s . 

A p p e a r e d i n a r e q u i s i t i o n a s k i n g f o r s p l i c e 
b a r s . 

See SWEETE. 

Swede. Used as i n sweedsow o r s w e e t e s a w . 

W h i l e t h e f i r s t t h o u g h t was t h a t someone 
had b e e n s t e a l i n g Company p r o p e r t y , i t was 
f o u n d t h a t t h i s w o r d i s a n o t h e r way o f 
w r i t i n g s w e e p i n g . 

Y o u r s t r u l y . 

T h i n k . V e r y u n u s u a l w i t h s e c t i o n m e n . 

A b r o k e n t u r n t a b l e r a i l . 



o 

UNSUFFICIENT 

USET 

VABRAT OR 

VICKS ' 

WASSER 

WAST 

WATHER 

WAYD 

WEAK*S 

WEECKINGS 

WHEE 

WILL 

Y/1LLOWBEA C H 

- U -

I n e f f i c i e n t . Somet imes t h i s i s w r i t t e n t o 
mean " n o t e n o u g h * " 

E i t h e r u s e d or use i t . 

- V -

V i b r a t o r — p a r t o f a g a s c a r . 

Not b e i n g t o o n o s y , d i s c r e e t e n q u i r i e s 
p r o v e d t h a t t h i s was n o t t h e p o p u l a r c o l d 
remedy b u t s o m e t h i n g lamps a r e s t u f f e d up 
w i t h w i c k s • 

-W-

W a t e r ( f r o m t h e German) 

W a s t e . T h i s i s a l s o r e c e i v e d as WAIST. 

See V/ASSER. 

W i d e . 

See WEECKINGS. 

W icks f o r lamps o f a l l k i n d s . 

W h e e l . T h i s e x p r e s s i o n ma y be u s e d becos 
w h e e l s go r o u n d and r o u n d . 

W e l l ( t h e w a t e r k i n d ) . 

T h i n k i n g a new r e s o r t had opened i n the a r e a 
I was d i s a p p o i n t e d t o f i n d t h a t t h i s was t h e 
d e s o l e t e , muskegy s i d i n g c a l l e d W i l l b e a c h . 

YOUSED 

ATS ALL 

U s e . 

T h a t ' s a l l . 

Dear 
We11 y o u 
J U 3 t p u t 

L E T T E R S 

k i n d l e y f i l l o u t my income t a x f o r m s , 
f o r m y s e l f . I * a m n o t s p o r t i n g a n y b o d y . 

Yours t r u l y 



G r o c e r y S t o r e X : 
, (Routed t h r o u g h t h e r o a d m a s t e r ' s o f f i c e , o f c o u r s e ) . 

i f y o u g o t t h e l e t t e r I w r o t e . P l e a s e d o n ' t 
send t h e s t u f , t h a t I send f o r . I f y o u d i d g e t i t , and a b o u t t h e 

S
S £ ^ s t y wha% I ne'ed^d. ^ a e a d ^ f o r « » 

Thanks a l o t 
F *« • • S • • * . . 

1 send f o r the s t u f because I d i d n ' t g e t t h e s t u f t h a t I send f o r , 
I t h o u g h maybe y o u d i d n ' t g e t t he l e t t e r , b u t p l e a s e d o n ' t s e n d 
t h e r e s t o f t he s t u f . and d i d y o u g e t , t h l mone?. 

/ 

Roadmaster 

Mo to r Car m i s s i n g p a r t 
Number 206052 

B e l t L e v e r . B rakes L e v e r . B o t h Brakes t o o . 
p a r t c a s - t a n k , 1 j o c k r o d , 1 s w i t c h a l l w i r e t o o 
C o s - p i p p i e , b o l t s , a x e l s 
c a b e r a t o r p a r t m i s s i n g t o o 

S s t ^ n t e r 8 ' b 0 l t W 3 S b p ° C k l a s t W i n t e r c a b e r a t o r my c a r 
t h a t l o n g b o l t i t s m i s s i n g t o o . and f r o m t h i s a l l m i s s i n g 

t h a t c a b e r a t o r . 1 p i g b u l l y , i s m a l l b u l l y 
w e n t y o u d r e n t h e w a t e r t h a t t u b i t s m i s s i n g t o o 
1 c a s k e t , 1 t i m e r 

t h a t s a l l I t h i n g -

Prom H . B 
S e c t i o n Foreman 

Roadmaster 

S e c t i o n m a n P . . . . H . . . j u s t t i l l me t h i s m o r n i n g he s a i d 
he g o t h e r d day b e f o r e y e s t e r d a y , t h a t was A u g u s t 8 t h . B u t I 
n e v e r see h i m he g o t h e r d wha t t i m e w h a t happened t o h i m . He 
s h o u l d t i l l me t h e e t i m e he g o t h e r d wha t t i m e s he g o t h e r d and 
w h a t d a t e . Bu t now i t s l e a v i n g t r a i n t o d a y t o t h e Pas H o s p i t a l . 
T h a t ' s a l l I c a n say a b o u t i t f o r now. x 

Y o u r t r u l y 
S e c t i o n Fo rema i 

1 Ace K i d — A c a r d s h a r p i n g f o r e m a n a s k i n g f o r a f i r s t a i d k i t . 



o 
( C r e e k r a i n i a n D i c t i o n a r y ) 

D e a r Roadmaster 

h e r e I am Aske d r o p e i n You a f e w l i n e s So t h a t I ' m 
' s t i l l W e l l h e r e a t Norway H o u s e , t h a t ' s i f y o u d o n ' t know 
w h e r e . I ' m S o . I am a s k e i n You f o r a C h e u q u i c h e r e , b y n o w . 
S i n c e I came home, t h e r e a s s o n w h y . I aske y o u f o r t h e 
C h i u q y u i c i s E v e r y b o d y t e l l me t h a t t h e r e ' s a l w a y one — -
cornea a f t e r . You« t h a t ' s why I am a s k e i n y o u . 

So t h a t s a l l . I w a n t t o a s k e . You f o r . . 

Thanks E v e r So Much 

P l e a s e , be V e r y S u r e . t o d r o p e me. a l i n e , t o t e l l me. 
Thanke 1 s a g a i n Y o u r s Ve ry t r u l y . . 

Ok W two cbzsk* i W U Z ^ , 

R o a d m a s t e r : 

t h i s s e c t i o n m a n 
i t s gone o u t t o t h e Pas t o g e t i s t e e t h 
p u l l o u t I have t o l e t h i m go 

Y o u r t r u l y S e c t i o n F o r e m a n 

R o a d m a s t e r : 
Joe B e a r does w a n t b o o t s . — - H e ' s g o t b o o t s f r o m home. 

He d o e s n ' t n o » d axxj non b o o t s * He a l r e a d y g o t new boofca f r o m 
homo • 

F o r e m a n 
( T h i s l e t t e r r e f e r s t o s a f e t y b o o t s ) 

Dea r S i r : 

I c a n go t o w o r k on c o u n t o f my w i f e b e i n g s i c k . 
So I ' m s t a y f o r a w h i l e w i t h h e r . I hope t h a t y o u w o u l d f i r e me 
I f y o u do I ' l l have n o t h i n k t o e a t . P l e a s e s i r I l i k e my j o p 
t h e r e . I ' l l come t o w o r k as s o o n as my w i f e i s w e l l a g a i n . 

j . . . 0 . . . . . 

B u t i f y o u f i r e me l e t me know . I w a n t my w i f e t o go w i t h me 
t o w h o r e I ' m w o r k i n g . Can y o u a r r a n g e s o t h a t she c a n g e t a 
p a s s . I f y o u send i t p l e a s e send ' i t t o G i l l a m , man. . Thank 
y o u s i r . * 



Dear S i r : 
.( ! • 

W i l l you p l e a s e f i l l o u t the f o r m a f o r me because I d o n ' t 
knov; how t o f i l l i t , I have 3 c h i l d r e n . There names a re Ang luqe 

.Chc-reaa H u r r y . And my w i f e name i s M a r i e L o u i s e B i g h e t t y 
' f r o n i ^ k i t a w a ^ a n and now she i s M e r a 3 t y f o r t h e l a s t 

n.w-o !uo I a'-n f r o m B r o c h e t . 

f r o m Johnny i . l e r a s t y 

R o a d m a s t e r : 

T h i s i s a l l my r e p o r t . Tha t I s a l l I g o t on hand t h i s 
month* I count; e v e r y t h i n g specks a n d a i m s , I s h o r t e v e r y t h i n g 
t h a t s r e p o r t on i J o v e r b e r . There w e r e n ' t c o u n t r i g h t . So t h a t s 
a l l I g o t r i g h t now. I use q u i t a b i t e l a s t 3 m o n t h s . 

S e c t i o n Foreman 

R o a d m a s t e r : 
B i r t h C e r t i f i c a t e 

J u 3 t l e t y o u know t h a t I s h o u l d f o r w a r d my b a p t i s m 
c e r t i f i c a t e , I j u s t I can do i t r i g h t now. I d o n ' t know wen t 
I c a n g e t i t , because the house was d e s t r o y up h e r e . I l o s t 
a l l my pappe rs a t my b a p t i s m t o o . But I ' l l t r y I t anyway t o 
f o u t b u t i t s t i m e b e f o r e i t s g e t h e r e . I ' m l o n g way f r o m 
homo. 

s e c t i o n Foreman. 

A o a d m a s t e r : 

I t h i n k I made m i s t a k e a b o u t t h e sawdus t because I 
c o u l d n ' t h e a r y o u when y o u s h o u t t i n g a t e me f r o m t h e Package 
c a r . Anyway I t h r o u g h i t o u t a l l , I d i d n ' t l e f t any f o r t h e 
n e x t s e c t i o n . 

R e l i e f S e c t i o n Foreman 

QUOIL 

BLACK OUOIL 

RED QUOIL 

a g a s c a r c o i l , 

b l a c k o i l . 

unknown ( h a v e n ' t g o t t h i s one y e t ) . 



Mr . W. 0 . Lady 
Roadmaate r ' s C l r e k 

W i l l you g i v e my w i f e my chuge when i t cornea n x e t T w o r s d a y . 

S e c t i o n m a n 

BI i 'TH CERTIFICATES; 

B i r t h c o r t i f i c a t e s c a n be a k n o t t y p r o b l e m when y o u t r y t o 
e x y l a i n them t o some o f t h o I n d i a n and ^ e t i s s e c t i o n f o r e m e n and 
s e e t i o n ^ e n . T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t rue t when y o u t r y t h r o u g h OCS 
m a i l , -hc'.y r e a l i s e t h a t t h e y wo^o b o r n and no amount o f p e r o u a -
s i o n w i l l v/orlc i n t r y i n g t o o x ^ o i n t h » t a b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e i s 
r e q u i r e d t o s o n f i m d a t e o f b i r t h i n q u e s t i o n s o f pans ie r * e l e d i -
b i l i t y . T y p i c a l wou ld be t h e f o l l o w i n g r e p l y t o a r e q u e s t f o r 
a b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e t o be s e n t i n . 

Roadmaster 

My b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e - , 
Was b o r n i n S p l i t ^ake on t h e d a t e A p r i l 8 t h , 1 9 2 6 . 

And so a n o t h e r l e t t e r g6es ou t s a y i n g i f he h a s n ' t g o t a 
b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e w e ' d be happy w i t h h i s b a p t i s m c e r t i f i c a t e . 
T h i s may do t h e t r i c k s i n c e t h e Cree v o r y o f t e n have b a p t i s m a l 
c e r t i f i c a t e s and t hese a r e c a r e f u l l y l o o k e d a f t e r s i n c e , i n many 
c o s e s , t h i s may be one o f t h e f ew documents such a f a m i l y h a s * 

A n o t h e r case where a b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e was r e q u i r e d 
and w h i c h wen t f u r t h e r was t h a t o f a Cree roundhouse employee 
who f i l l e d o u t a ' f o r m r e g i s t e r i n g h i s b i r t h 55 y e a r s l a t e r . 
I t was r e t u r n e d f o r a b e t t e r d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e p l a c e where he 
was b o r n . The V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s d i d n o t know whore " t h a t l a k e 
where my f a t h e r f i s h f o r w h i t e f i s h " was l o c a t e d . D e s c r i b i n g 
t h o v a r i o u s l andmarks o f a l a r g e w i l d e r n e s s a rea and t h r o u g h 
h a v i n g q u e s t i o n s t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Cree f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f h i s 
SO y e a r o l d mo the r (who n e v e r had a b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e ) , t h e 
l o c a t i o n was f i n a l l y p i n p o i n t e d w i t h i n one d a y ' s t r a v e l . He 
f i n a l l y g o t h i s b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e . 

T h i s i s t h e end o f t ho p r e s e n t e d i t i o n . I f a f t e r 
y o u have r e a d t h i s c o l l e c t i o n y o u can s p e l l h a l f t h e w o r d s c o r r « , 
e c t l y ( i n t h e Queen 's E n g l i s h t h a t i s ) , t h e n a l l I c a n 3 a y i s 
t h a t you h a v e n ' t been r e a d i n g v e r y c l o s e l y . 

* 

A T S " A L L 


